Firstly, the plan without operation. This, the old one, consists of rest with the application of splint and bandages. There are various excellent ways of drawing the fragments together, and perhaps in almost the majority of cases this method is the one to be recommended, and it often gives fair results; but the best result that can be hoped for is a ligamentous union with more or less impairment of extension, and the probability is that the individual will never be able to run or climb a ladder.
I do not mean to go into all details; these are best left to the judgment of the surgeon in charge of the case. I will briefly mention the five methods of treatment that are now in fashion, and offer some remarks on each.
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